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You are invited to participate in the research project identified above which is being conducted by Peter Twining 
from the School of Education at the University of Newcastle.  
 
Why is the research being done? 
The purpose of the research is to extend the debate about the future of schooling. We want to find out what 
people think the purposes of schooling should be and what schools should be focussing on helping young 
people to learn.  
 
Who can participate in the research? 
Anyone with access to the Internet and can communicate in English can take part in the research. 
Anyone below the age of 18 who wants to take part in the research must get their parent/carer’s agreement to 
do so. If you are under 18 you cannot take part in the research without your parent/carer’s explicit agreement. 
 
What would you be asked to do? 
If you agree to participate, you will be asked to work through the materials on the web, completing one or more 
short questionnaires (there is a maximum of six and each one takes a couple of minutes to complete) as you do 
so. The materials explore issues to do with schooling, such as what the purposes of schooling should be and 
what should be included in the curriculum. You can look through the materials on the web before you decide 
whether you wish to take part in the research or not. 
Each of the questionnaires asks you to provide your email address. This is only used so that we can connect all 
of your responses across the separate questionnaires. Your email address is not used for any other purpose and 
will never be shared as part of our data analysis or reporting. 
 
What choice do you have? 
Participation in this research is entirely your choice.  You can work through the materials without taking part in 
the research.   
If you chose to submit responses to a survey that is taken as informed consent for that data to be included in the 
research.  
Once your data has been submitted it cannot be withdrawn. 
 
How much time will it take? 
Working through all of the materials, including completing the questionnaires would take around two hours. 
However, you can do as much or as little as you like. If you are not finding the materials interesting you can stop 
working through them. 
 
What are the risks and benefits of participating? 
Working through the materials and completing all of the activities (e.g. responding to the questionnaires) is 
intended to challenge and extend your thinking about the future of schooling.  
 
In the longer term this research aims to inform the debate about the future of schooling – to enhance schooling 
for future students.  
 
There is minimal risk involved in taking part in the research. The key risk is that there is a data breech on the 
Microsoft Forms website that means your email address is revealed. The questionnaires do not ask for any 
sensitive or personal information (other than your email address).  



 
How will your privacy be protected? 
Responses to the questionnaires will be downloaded onto a password protected computer.  To minimise risk to 
privacy, the researcher will replace the email addresses as soon as the data has been downloaded from 
Microsoft Forms and will not store anyone’s email address once the data has been exported from Microsoft 
Forms. Once that has occurred the data will have been de-identified. This de-identified data will be shared via a 
publicly accessible repository.  
 
How will the information collected be used? 
The findings from this research may be shared in a range of formats and for a range of audiences, including: in 
blog posts and other social media; in reports and articles in professional and academic journals; policy briefings 
and press releases; public presentations and conferences; podcasts and via other media outlets (e.g. radio and 
TV interviews).  
 
Individual participants will not be identified in any reports arising from the questionnaire data.  
 
The de-identified responses to the questionnaires will be shared with other parties to encourage scientific 
scrutiny, and to contribute to further research and public knowledge. 
 
Summaries of the questionnaire responses will be included as part of the materials on the website – they will be 
updated monthly or when there have been an additional 100 responses. 
 
Information will be shared on the website about any other publications arising from this research. 
 
What do you need to do to participate? 
Please read this Information Statement and be sure you understand its contents before you consent to 
participate.  If there is anything you do not understand, or you have questions, contact the researcher.   
 
If you would like to participate then contribute to any of the data collection that you wish (i.e. complete one or 
more of the questionnaires). 
 
If you are under 18 years of age then you MUST ask your parent/carer whether or not they are happy for you to 
take part in the research.   
 
Further information 
If you would like further information please contact Peter Twining whose contact details are at the top of this 
information sheet. 
Thank you for taking the time to read this information. If you decide to work through the materials (and/or take 
part in the research) then I hope you find them enjoyable and thought provoking. 
 
Peter Twining 
Professor of Education (Innovation in schooling and educational technology) 
 
Complaints about this research 
This project has been approved by the University’s Human Research Ethics Committee, Approval No. H-2020-
0336. 
 
Should you have concerns about your rights as a participant in this research, or you have a complaint about the 
manner in which the research is conducted, it may be given to the researcher, or, if an independent person is 
preferred, to the Human Research Ethics Officer, Research & Innovation Services, The University of Newcastle, 
University Drive, Callaghan NSW 2308, Australia, telephone (02) 4921 6333, email Human-
Ethics@newcastle.edu.au.  
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