


 

The Your Own Technology Survey (YOTS) is a tool to help schools and researchers better understand the technology available to pupils. 

Technology provision in schools is expensive and many schools are considering alternative models, such as Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) 
and Bring Your Own Technology (BYOT). These approaches are based on the assumption that young people have mobile devices such as 
smartphones, tablets and laptops that they would be willing and able to use to support their school learning. However, there is a lack of 
data to support these claims. YOTS aims to help fill this void. 

YOTS provides: 

 every school with a mechanism to survey the technology available to its pupils and as a result inform strategic decisions regarding 

their model of technology provision 

 researchers with access to data that maps pupils' availability of technology across England, to inform education policy and practice 

Your school can register for a free YOTS account. Once registered, simply direct your pupils (or their parent/guardian) to complete the 
survey. Once responses start coming in, you can review and analyse the results on your school's dedicated reports pages. 

YOTS was originally developed as part of Vital, a Department for Education (DfE) funded programme to enhance ICT teaching in English 
schools. Peter Twining conceived of YOTS, and worked with Fiona Henry and Lewis Stewart to design and implement it. 

YOTS is primarily concerned with gathering data about the technology pupils have access to at home. This includes finding out about the 
hardware they use or share, for example a mobile phone or laptop, and whether they are allowed, able and willing to bring that technology 
into school on a regular basis. The system is secure - pupils cannot be identified from their responses and no personal information is stored. 

YOTS is being officially launched at BETT in January 2013. It's currently in beta phase - if you would like to have a sneak preview, please 
visit yotsdev.appspot.com and sign in using the email address betauser@yots.org.uk and password test1234. 

How does YOTS work? 

What data does YOTS gather? 

Who is behind YOTS? 

When will YOTS be available? 

yotsdev.appspot.com

