
School Study  #1 
Information and Communication Technology 

(ICT) in Australian Primary Schools 
 

 

Laptops Investigation – impact on schooling 
 

Jumbuk State School (24June09) Queensland 

 
 

 

Jumbuk state school has 805 pupils with about 5 classes in each Year level. The school 
strategic plan has the implementation of Queensland Curriculum, Assessment and 
Reporting Framework (QCAR) as its number one key strategic direction. The plan also 
states “the integration of ICT is fundamental to the teaching in our school”.  
 
ICT is taught using an e-learning centre (ELC) which is available to all classes on a 
fortnightly basis and available for booking all day Tuesday and Thursday afternoon and 
staffed at lunchtimes for children to access support. Lydia Berndt was observed teaching 
her Year 1 class in the ELC how to create an environment using KidPix. Pupils chose a 
background, added animals and plants, and then labelled some features.  
 
The school introduced a laptop classroom in 2009 and is providing electronic whiteboards 
in all classrooms over the next three years. The laptops (Dell Latitude E6400 14”, 160Gb 
HDD, extended battery) were mostly funded by parental contributions of $1500 with some 
assistance from the Parents & Citizens group. 
 

 
Michael Allardice – teacher of 6A 

Michael and G. Allardice have been the teachers of 
the Year 6 laptop class and make extensive use of 
the BlackBoard Virtual Class in Education 
Queensland’s ‘The Learning Place’. This allows 
Michael to prepare schedules of activities (including 
homework) for the week online and provide links to 
online learning objects and other digital educational 
resources. Pupils can access these from home and 
school. The class was observed using their laptops 
without power or network wires – the batteries are 
charged each night at home and the 3Com wireless 
access points are mostly sufficient to give high 
speed links (but some channel assignments might 
relieve congestion). 

 
 



His teaching team uses AB Tutor to make pupil screens visible on the teacher’s computer, 
or to freeze/share them. Michael comments that it was a lot of work to prepare so much 
material in advance and locate/review suitable resources, but this will be handed on to the 
next teacher which will result in an overall time-saving. He has committed to delivering the 
same curriculum as other classes (as per the strategic plan) and feels these pupils will 
perform better in standardised tests because of greater engagement.   
 
The pupils in the class demonstrated they are very familiar with the virtual class, and 
showed expertise in using the online mind-mapping tool Bubbl.us, but others chose to use 
Word or PowerPoint for the task. One musically gifted pupil spoke highly of the virtual 
class, since it allowed him to catch up when concerts interrupted his attendance.   

 
 
In Leigh McKinnon ‘s Year 7M, three pupils presented their interactive biographies created 
using hyperlinks between multiple Powerpoints. They were very confident with their work 
and found the creative process fun. Leigh showed how they had used Tag Galaxy to use 
the semantic web to find useful photographs and manipulated images with Photofunia.  As 
coordinator, Leigh sees future ICT dependent upon vision, skills, incentives, resources and 
an achievable action plan. 
 
New Topics brought into the curriculum (by ICT) 

• Touch Typing 

• Mind mapping 

• Graphics with KidPix for Art & environmental science 

• Digital image manipulation 

 

Envisioned topics for curriculum consideration 

• Weather Forecasting? 

 

New Pedagogies 
I) The Virtual Class requires a lot of teacher prior preparation, but provides continuity in the case 

of absence and can be replicated in bulk for following years. 

II) Programs like ‘Go Maths’ allow pupils to progress at their own rates. 

 

 



Questions for pre-service teachers to consider 

 

1. The school needs to make a decision about laptop provision for next year. Which of the following 

strategies would you advise the parents to favour, and why? 

a. Abandon laptops 

b. Continue the program in one of next year’s five Year 6 classes with self-selecting parents 

c. Gauge community response to cheaper netbooks and perhaps extend the program to include 

more classes next year. 

d. Make it mandatory for all Year 6 pupils to provide an approved netbook or laptop in 2010. 

 

2.  This is the layout of the ELC. Sketch your suggestion for a revised layout which ensures all screens 

can be seen by the teacher and pupils can sit away from workstations to share the main display. 

 
 

3. The school is very proud of its musical achievements. What might be the effect of introducing a 

cheap/free musical composition program like Finale NOTEPAD (like a word-processor for music)? 

 

4. Where in your opinion does this school sit on the ICT integration – ICT transformation scale?  

 

1 … 10 

Computers are rarely used, 

curriculum delivery, 

assessment and reporting do 

not assume or require 

computer use 

 Computers are always used where relevant, the curriculum 

assumes this will be the case and often includes topics that 

require personal ICT use; assessment and reporting explicitly 

require and identify knowledge and skills that could not 

realistically be demonstrated without the use of ICT. 
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