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Built to service a new suburb, the school opened in 2008 with 80 pupils, had 350 by mid-2009 and 
already has space for the many more pupils expected. All areas of the school are equipped with one laptop 
(eg Dell Latitude 5500 - 15”) per three pupils from k-7, with widespread wireless access (3Com) and an 
interactive whiteboard in every classroom. The laptops are a school-based resource and not taken home. 
Data can be transferred using USB drives. 
 
Pupils in a Year 5 class were observed finishing up technology 
reports for the end of term. Each had reviewed a chosen 
technology and provided a critique of its potential. Handwritten 
drafts were seen being transferred into PowerPoint or Microsoft 
WORD, with a variety of typing skills from 2 fingers to 1 hand 
(typing skills are practiced every second day using WORD).  Full 
advantage was taken of spell-check facilities and illustrations from 
clip art were inserted. Pupils said most work uses Microsoft 
Office, but also talked of online curriculum software such as 
Mathletics. Laptops borrowed from an adjoining class were 
connected using CAT 5 cables into sub-floor recesses also 
containing power sockets. 

 

 
Tracey Reader, the class teacher talked of a suite of ICT skills brought into the curriculum (see below) 
and uses the interactive whiteboard extensively to display the class/group schedule. Some applications (eg 
Mathletics) provide class management facilities to show individual pupils’ progress. Tracey is constrained 
to cover the current syllabus with accountability for reporting to parents and the education system. 
 
David Wilkinson, the teacher of a Year 6/7 class, has been using technology extensively since starting his 
career five years ago. He asks pupils to record their own reading into podcasts, and then review these 
audio tracks. This process has subsequently produced noticeable improvements in reading skills (which 
he expects will translate into improved NAPLAN results). This focus on oral and written language has 
been matched with the use of vodcasts in science. A Forces experiment was videoed and then played back 
at very slow speed. This allowed pupils to comment on the forces in the experiment. 
 



 
David Wilkinson, Year 6/7 teacher. 

Mathletics has allowed some pupils to 
individually progress to Year 8 levels of 
conceptual understanding in numeracy. 
Individual feedback from computers provides a 
supportive environment for pupils with 
ADHD-related symptoms. There is a virtual 
classroom for parents to correspond with the 
teacher regarding homework, illness etc. The 
virtual classroom is an extension of the 
classroom; it includes Wikis and Blogs for 
pupil work comment, reflection and review. 
David has found that selected pupils use the 
virtual classroom in this manner, although he 
feels he needs to encourage and coach a few 
more to have real success with this tool. 

 
New Topics brought into the curriculum 

• E-mail 

• Ethical use of ICT, copyright awareness, plagiarism and referencing. 

• Managing ICT – carrying delicate equipment carefully, avoiding contamination from sand, food etc. 

• ICT infrastructure concepts – cabling, networking, hubs, servers, fibre optics, international connectivity. 

• Podcast creation and review to improve reading skill. 

• Vodcast creation/review to help develop understandings in Science. 

• Wordle and crossword-creation software 
 
Envisioned topics for curriculum consideration 

• Online ePortfolio 
 
New Pedagogies 

• Individually negotiated learning, individual progression according to ability 

• Elluminate web-conferencing to bring experts into the school classroom (http://www.elluminate.com/)  
 
Questions for pre-service teachers to consider 
 

1. This digital learning environment allows teachers to cater for individual learning needs to a greater extent, 
but puts more responsibility on pupils to manage their own study. What would you do to ensure they do not 
choose to study less and less? 

 
2. What is Mathletics?  

 
3. The ICT policy of this school forbids downloading or installing software. Could this policy be altered if the 

free Virtual PC application from Microsoft [a] was included in the standard operating environment? 
 

4. Where in your opinion does this school sit on the ICT integration – ICT transformation scale?  

1 … 10 
Computers are rarely used, 
curriculum delivery, assessment 
and reporting do not assume or 
require computer use 

 Computers are always used where relevant, the curriculum assumes 
this will be the case and often includes topics that require personal ICT 
use; assessment and reporting explicitly require and identify 
knowledge and skills that could not realistically be demonstrated 
without the use of ICT. 

 
a. http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyId=04D26402-3199-48A3-AFA2-

2DC0B40A73B6&displaylang=en 
 

 
 


