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Introductions to Practitioner Research 
 What is practitioner research (95k PDF) 

A very brief outline of practitioner research and how it relates to reflective practice by Peter Twining. 

 Action Research by Selwood & Twining (160k PDF) 
A short explanation of what Action Research is and how it can be used in education. This piece was commissioned by 
Becta in 2005 and includes a section on Action Research and ICT. 

 Action Research in education (web page) 
Provides an introduction to Action Research and how to implement an Action Research project. Includes criticisms and 
limitations of Action Research. By Dr Stephn Waters-Adams, University of Plymouth, 2006. 

 Action Research in the classroom (Part 1, Part 2) 
Two ten minute videos by Jana Duganzic, Taryn Durrant, Leya Finau, Nicola Firth and Melissa Frank. Designed to 
introduce the theory, benefits and methodology of using Action Research in the classroom. 

 Understanding Action Research (web page) 
A brief overview of Action Research by Margaret Riel, which looks at: the action research cycle; goals of action research; 
Learning Circles; Action Research questions; sharing action research with others. 

 Practitioner engagement in and/or with research and its impact on learners (pdf) 
Summary for teachers of a review by Bell et all (2010) of professional practitioner use of research.  

 Guides to carrying out practitioner research in education. 
Menter et al (2011) A guide to practitioner research. London: Sage Publications. 
 

 Publications about reflective practice and practitioner research 

o Bolton, G. (2006) Reflective Practice: writing and professional development, 2nd ed. London: Sage. 

o Brockbank, A. and McGill, I. (2006) Facilitating reflective learning through Mentoring and Coaching. London: 
Kogan Page Ltd. 

o Hamlin, K. DeShon, (2004) Beginning in the journey: supporting reflection in early field experiences, Reflective 
Practice, 5(2), pp.167-179. 

o Kolb, D.A. (1984) Experiential learning. New Jersey: Prentice Hall PTR. 

o Moon, J. (2004) A handbook of reflective and experiential learning: theory and practice. London: 
RoutledgeFalmer. 

o Moon, J. (2006) Learning Journals: a handbook for reflective practice and professional development, 2
nd

 ed. 
London: Routledge.  

o Rarieya, J. (2005) Promoting and investigating students’ uptake of reflective practice: a Pakistan 
case. Reflective Practice, 6(2), pp. 285-294. 

o Schön, D. (1987) Educating the reflective practitioner. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Inc. 

o Wallace, M & Poulson, L. (Eds) (2003) Learning to Read Critically in Educational Leadership and Management. 
London: Paul Chapman. 

 

Resources related to specific stages in the practitioner research cycle  

Find out (Sources of information) 
If you want to refine your skills in finding relevant information re-education then this free introductory unit from the Open 
University might be a good starting point. 
 

Online communities 

 The discussion forum for this community is an obvious place to start. 

 E4F see http://www.cebenetwork.org/projects/evidence-frontline-%E2%80%93-supporting-use-evidence-practice 
An open network; practitioners and researchers alike are encouraged to participate. 

http://edfutures.net/index.php?title=File:What_is_practitioner_research.pdf
http://edfutures.net/index.php?title=File:Selwood_Twining_2006_practitioner_research_paper.pdf
http://www.edu.plymouth.ac.uk/resined/actionresearch/arhome.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MDVH0u4tUWo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZZHvpgU7pc8
http://cadres.pepperdine.edu/ccar/define.html
http://www.curee.co.uk/files/publication/1292498712/PURR%20Practitioner%20Summary.pdf
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/1849201854/ref=kinw_rke_rti_1
http://openlearn.open.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=2508
http://openlearn.open.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=2508
http://www.vital.ac.uk/community/mod/forumng/view.php?id=19106&direct=1
http://www.cebenetwork.org/projects/evidence-frontline-%E2%80%93-supporting-use-evidence-practice
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 BERA's special interest group on practitioner research see  http://www.bera.ac.uk/sigs/info/practitioner-research  
This group is only open to BERA members (most of whom are academics) 

Search engines and databases of research outputs 

 Google Scholar is a useful tool for locating 'research' material online. Many of the sources returned are free to access, 
others require you to have a login (eg via an academic library) or charge you to download the article. 

 Open Research Online is the Open University's repository of research publications (many of which are available to 
download in full or you can request copies from the author free of charge). 

 Journals 

 The Education Research Global Observatory provides a list of open access (free) journals in education. They also 
provide a search tool for other education materials such as PhD theses. 

 Web sites 

 Best Evidence Encyclopaedia, see www.bestevidence.org.uk/ 

 Curee research summaries, see www.curee-paccts.com/our-products-and-services/research-summaries 

 DfE, Schools research news see www.education.gov.uk/schools/careers/traininganddevelopment/research-
informedpractice/b0058454/2011-schools-research-news 

 EdITLib Digital Library see http://editlib.org/  
A US site run by the Association for the Advancement of Computing in Education 

 Educational evidence portal, see www.eep.ac.uk 

 EPPI Centre, see http://eppi.ioe.ac.uk/cms/ 

 LSIS Inside Evidence, see www.excellencegateway.org.uk/page.aspx?o=195275 

 NFER PRE www.nfer.ac.uk/publications/pre/ 

 GTCE Research for Teachers www.gtce.org.uk/tla/rft/ 

 GTCE Teacher Learning Academy, see www.gtce.org.uk/tla/ 

 National College Research Associate Reports see http://is.gd/0NuoUh 

 Scientific Annotated Review Database (SARD)  
http://www.motill.eu/index.php?option=com_sard&Itemid=12&lang=en 
A database of annotated reviews of projects/studies/research on mobile technology and life long learning. It includes 
studies of use of mobile technologies in schools. 

 

Plan (Research question & methodology - including ethical issues) 

Ethical Issues 

 BERA Ethical Guidelines for educational research (2011) 
The British Educational Research Association (BERA) is the leading organisation dealing with educational research in 
England. Its ethical guidelines for education research are the gold standard to which all practitioner researchers should 
aspire. These guidelines were updated in 2011. 

 

Data Collection 

Interviews 

 Interviews: An introduction to qualitative research interviewing 
Quite hard going. I thought the sections on page 3 about 'Types of interview questions' and 'Quality criteria for an 
interview' were informative. This is an overview of a book by Steinar Kvale in 1996. 

http://www.bera.ac.uk/sigs/info/practitioner-research
http://scholar.google.co.uk/schhp?tab=ws
http://oro.open.ac.uk/
http://www.ergobservatory.info/ejdirectory.html
http://www.ergobservatory.info/search.html
http://www.bestevidence.org.uk/
http://www.curee-paccts.com/our-products-and-services/research-summaries
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/careers/traininganddevelopment/research-informedpractice/b0058454/2011-%20schools-research-news
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/careers/traininganddevelopment/research-informedpractice/b0058454/2011-%20schools-research-news
http://editlib.org/
http://www.eep.ac.uk/
http://eppi.ioe.ac.uk/cms/
http://www.excellencegateway.org.uk/page.aspx?o=195275
http://www.nfer.ac.uk/publications/pre/
http://www.gtce.org.uk/tla/rft/
http://www.gtce.org.uk/tla/
http://is.gd/0NuoUh
http://www.motill.eu/index.php?option=com_sard&Itemid=12&lang=en
http://www.motill.eu/index.php?option=com_sard&Itemid=12&lang=en
http://www.bera.ac.uk/system/files/3/BERA-Ethical-Guidelines-2011.pdf
http://www.inside-installations.org/OCMT/mydocs/Microsoft%20Word%20-%20Booksummary_Interviews_SMAK_2.pdf
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Observation 

 Observation Techniques 
Provides an overview of different observation techniques followed by information on how to carry out observations. 
Produced by Prof Andrew Hannan, University of Plymouth, 2006 

Questionnaires 

 Questionnaire design 
A good, concise guide that addresses many issues involved in the design and structuring of a research questionnaire. 
Produced by Loughborough University. 

 Designing surveys and questionnaires 
A range of pages with advice about the design of questionnaires. 'Questionnaire Design - General considerations' is a 
good starting point. This site is packed with useful snipets of advice. Provided by StatPac, a commercial provider of 
survey software. 

Developing your action plan 

 Action Planning Template 
An editable action planning template (in RTF format). 

 

Share 
Getting your practitioner research published can be a challenge! 

 Vital is happy to publish practitioner research reports - email info@vital.ac.uk for more information. 

 Subject associations often publish journals (for their members) and are often on the lookout for relevant content. Click 
here for a list of subject associations which are members of the CfSA. 

 Magazines and professional journals are often keen to receive articles from teachers. Some suggested magazines and 
journals are listed below. 

o ICT for Education http://www.ictforeducation.co.uk/corporate/the-magazine/ 

o Advancing Education http://www.naace.co.uk/advancingeducation 
This is the main Naace journal and is an eclectic mix of academic and action research papers, reports from 
sponsoring partners, indeed anything to do with advancing the use of ICT across education and reports 
covering all phases of education. As such it reflects the wide ranging interests of members and sponsors. The 
journal is published online three times a year. If you aren't a Naace member then try 
emailing office@naace.co.uk for details of how to submit an article. 

 Academic journals are much more difficult to get published in due to their rigorous peer-review processes (and higher 
academic standards). In the first instance I would advise co-authoring articles with an experienced author (actually I 
always think co-authoring is best, at least in part because I find it easier to stick to deadlines if I know that someone 
else is counting on me doing so!). 

 Other sites often contain high quality content that may be relevant. For example: 

o ICT in Education http://www.ictineducation.org/ has useful articles (as well as lots of free resources) 

 

http://www.edu.plymouth.ac.uk/resined/observation/obshome.htm
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/media/wwwlboroacuk/content/library/downloads/advicesheets/Questionnaire%20design.pdf
http://www.statpac.com/surveys/index.htm#toc
http://www.vital.ac.uk/community/file.php/3127/Action_Planning_template_v1-0.rtf
mailto:info@vital.ac.uk
http://www.subjectassociation.org.uk/index.php?page=27
http://www.subjectassociation.org.uk/index.php?page=27
http://www.ictforeducation.co.uk/corporate/the-magazine/
http://www.naace.co.uk/advancingeducation
mailto:office@naace.co.uk
http://www.ictineducation.org/

