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Arboreal Way Primary is about 4 hours drive from Melbourne. The school was given an Acer 
netbook for all Year 5 pupils. There are only six of these, and they share a classroom with about ten 
other Year 6 pupils, who were not allocated netbooks. The principal says the netbooks, combined 
with pre-existing laptops and standard classroom computers, allows all the pupils in the combined 
grade class to use ICT simultaneously. 
 
There was some discussion about the progression of Year 5 pupils going into High school with their 
netbooks. Most pupils will go to Murtoa College, which is also in the scheme. So next year, the 
school will have to decide if it can afford to buy netbooks for the new Year 5 pupils – perhaps on a 
shared financing lease basis with parents. This would create a class where everyone has a netbook 
in 2010. Then in 2011 the first wave of netbook-carrying pupils will enter high school, and meet up 
with peers with netbooks from other primary schools. 
 
Pupils told me about today’s project. They were taking digital photographs of picture story books, 
or scanning the pages, and putting them into a PhotoStory. The next step was to record the story and 
synchronise this with the pictures. Then the final product would be given to their younger buddies 
in the Year 3-4 class.  



 
The school used saved funds to install an interactive whiteboard (IAW) in every classroom this year. 
These dominate each room, but have proven very popular with teachers, since they facilitate the 
integration of ICT into teaching very easily. Pupils have been allocated ’play time’ to get used to the 
IAWs on an individual basis. 
 
 

 
Sue Tyler, Year 5/6 teacher. 

One pupil demonstrated a movie she had made in 
http://www.zimmertwins.com/. To her teacher’s 
disbelief. The pupil claimed to have worked on it at 
home since being shown how to do it.  
 
Teachers mostly say they are using ICT to support 
teaching of standard topics. But the rapidity with 
which information can be sought means they can 
teach the same topic to a greater depth. For instance, 
a PhotoStory from World Vision was used to support 
a study of refugees. 
 
There is some professional development support 
available to the school, and this means they are 
learning how to operate new software like Audacity. 
This could be used to edit interviews with 
community members to create radio program-like 
podcasts. 
 
 

 
Pupils with netbooks are more engaged with learning, and undertaking learning at home. For 
instance, two low-achieving girls are reading at home and bringing reflective reviews they have 
written back to school. The teacher believes this type of activity will improve NAPLAN scores for 
this cohort in the future. 
 
 
Questions for pre-service teachers to consider 

 
1. What is a Netbook? 

 
2. This class has a mix of pupils who have been allocated individual netbooks and pupils who 

have not. Give one example of a classroom routine you would introduce to ensure the best 
and equitable use of the equipment available. 

 
3. Give one example of how an IAW can be used to integrate ICT into classroom teaching. 

 
4. Where in your opinion does this school sit on the ICT integration – ICT transformation scale?  

1 … 10 
Computers are rarely 
used, curriculum 
delivery, assessment and 
reporting do not assume 
or require computer use 

 Computers are always used where relevant, the curriculum assumes this 
will be the case and often includes topics that require personal ICT use; 
assessment and reporting explicitly require and identify knowledge and 
skills that could not realistically be demonstrated without the use of ICT. 



 


