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Mobile learning 
 

What are the issues that 
need to be sorted out? 



Possible answers – what is getting the way? 

 School v student-owned? Funding. Sustainability. 

 What can they add to learning? In my subject? 

 Convincing ALL staff – classroom management 

 Keeping students on task - sanctions for misuse 

 Safety – ‘e’ and physical 

 Limitations of the technology 

 Standards, standards, standards 

 Digital divide(s) 

 Logistics – e.g. wireless 

 Implementing usage – getting the plan right 



5 steps to embedding 
student-owned devices 

 
(and the £0 ICT budget) 



5 steps* 
1. Convince yourself (then others) 

2. Audit stuff 

3. Make it equitable 

4. Expand the teacher toolkit 

5. Get staff to maximise the opportunities 

*the order can change depending on the school 
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Schools in the Digital Age 
Illinois Institute of Design (2007) 

 “Kids lead high tech lives outside school and 
decidedly low tech lives inside school.  This new 
‘divide’ is making the activities inside school appear 
to have less real world relevance to kids.” 

Technology use 

in schools 

Technology use 

outside school 
The Gap 

“Can your students take lessons to go?” 



Student-owned devices - the future ICT budget 

Total cost of ownership (TCO)? 
 Initial cost and disposal cost 
 Technical support cost 
 Training costs 
 Electricity and insurance 
 How many minutes of a week are your computers used? 
 What is the effect on…classroom setup? flexible use? logon 

times? reprographics bill? 
 
 
 

School provides… 
 Sustainable wireless infrastructure 
 An environment that exploits online applications 
 Learning resources and activities in appropriate formats 

The £0 ICT 

budget? 



Case study: GoogleApps 

 Gmail - email with 2GB of storage per account, search tools and instant messaging 

 Google Talk - free phone calls or instant messages - anytime, anywhere in the 
world 

 Google Calendar - Can share events, meetings and entire calendars with others. 
(including sharing school calendar on your website)  

 Google Docs - Students and teachers can create documents, spreadsheets and 
presentations and then collaborate with each other in real-time right inside a web 
browser window 

 Google Sites - Create a class web site with no technical expertise and edit it the 
same way you'd edit a document 

 Google Groups to create mailing lists and discussion groups 

 Securely host and stream video 

 

 Can still use your own web address, use school branding etc. 

 Search YouTube for “Google Apps in Education” 

 …or “server-free school” for a school using Google Chromebooks 
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What have we got to work with? 

What is the value of the devices your students own? 

 

PlayStation? iPod Touch? Mobile phone? E-Readers? 

MP3 player? X-box? DVD player? Laptop? Tablets? 

Netbook? iPhone? Nintendo DS? PlayStation Portable? 

 

 

 
“Teachers can now search, without consent, anyone who is suspected of 

carrying a knife, other weapon, controlled drugs, personal electronic 

devices (such as mobile phones, MP3 players and cameras), legal highs, 

pornography, cigarettes and fireworks. “ 

- Michael Gove, Conservative Party conference 

Birmingham October 2010 
 



What are we working with? 



What can student-owned devices do for me? 

 

 

•View MS Word docs 

•View MS Excel spreadsheets 

•Listen to Audio files 

• Augmented Reality 

•Subscribe to RSS feeds 

•Take photos (inc. macro mode) 

•Record video 

•PSP specific learning resources 

•eBook reader 

•View photos and video 

•View PowerPoint presentations 

•Access Internet wirelessly 

•Record audio podcasts 

•GPS system 

•Connect to a monitor/projector 

•Voice over IP 

•QR codes 

•(They play games as well) 



Is your AUP right? 
 Only use a device with teachers permission 

 Your choice to bring a device in, your responsibility, it’s 
an add on to excellent ICT facilities in school 

 You only use it in lesson time for learning activities you 
don’t make social calls, texts, or browse irrelevant web 
sites 

 Sanctions include confiscate device (examine its data 
if needed), remove access to wifi, detentions, letters 
home, parents in etc. 

 

PUNISH THE BEHAVIOUR – NOT THE DEVICE! 



Are your technical team thinking 
about the future? 

 Is the model still fit for purpose? 

 Do they enable or block? Do they lead or follow? 

 Audit their work - do they see the positives? 
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A digital divide 
 Home Access Programme £300 million finished 

 E-Learning foundations? Parental contributions? 

 Pay for it yourself?!? Pupil premium? 

 What is the extra impact of a student owning a device? 



The real digital divide? - within-school variation 

 Do your departments know what each other are 
doing? 

 How do they share what works and what doesn’t? 

 What CPD models do you have? 

 

 Have your staff had an e-learning experience? 
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The Teachers 3 minute toolkit 
(See http://bit.ly/PHNewTechs and http://bit.ly/PHNewTechs2)  

What is the most 
effective classroom 

ICT option? 

Computer games as 
learning tools – 

using and making 

Collaborative tools – 
blogging, forums, 
chatrooms, wikis 

Student response 
systems/voting 

handsets 

Digital video – 
teachers and 

students 

Podcasting – teachers 
and students 

Augmented reality 
and QR codes 

Webquests, Facebook, 
Twitter etc. 

Online applications 

http://bit.ly/PHNewTechs
http://bit.ly/PHNewTechs2


Swap 

traditional 

practices 

with ICT 

ICT and Learning 

Empower 

learners to 

take control 

of their own 

learning 

Engage 

learners by 

using a 

richer mix 

of media 

Change the 

content, 

process and 

location of 

learning 

Deepen 

learning 

through the  

use of ICT 
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Passive Active Pupil engagement 

Martin Blows NCSL 2005  
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What can you use the devices for? 



Examples of what students do 
 Use then as an electronic diary for homework- reminders etc 

 Photograph results in science experiments to put into write 
up- great for things like exact colour of indicator chemicals 

 Put photos & videos into projects especially subjects like ICT 
and D&T requiring e-portfolio evidence 

 Record interviews in media/ presentation in MFL 

 Access or create video pod casts in English (poetry 
anthology) and maths (how to videos) 

 Do mapping and ecology fieldwork 

 Do internet research- wikipedia, Google or access resource on 
learning platform- Moodle app or just web access. 

 Dictation apps and typing up essays etc. 



The answer……. Student Digital Leaders 
 Resource developers – ‘pimp my course’ 

 Researchers 

 VLE champions 

 Digital journalists 

 Trainers/INSET day leaders 

 App developers 

 E-Safety advisers 

 Transition consultants 

 Qwizdom experts 
 Search for Digital Leaders for 

more links and information 
 



Talk to schools already doing it… 

Naace 

Teaching Schools 

Local networks 



Mobile learning - still getting in the way? 

 School v student-owned? Funding. Sustainability. 

 What can they add to learning? In my subject? 

 Convincing ALL staff – classroom management (RAG) 

 Keeping students on task - sanctions for misuse (AUP) 

 Safety – ‘e’ and physical 

 Limitations of the technology – “the perfect device is…” 

 Standards, standards, standards 

 Digital divide(s) 

 Logistics – e.g. wireless 

 Implementing usage – getting the plan right 
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