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Snapshot Study 8 
The school and its vision for digital technology 
Snapshot Study 8 (SS8) is a K-6 public school with approximately 240 students. The school’s 
vision is focussed on 21st Century learning skills, which include critical thinking, research and 
collaboration. The Principal’s focus for students is to become global citizens and be aware of 
social justice issues. The focus on the use of technology is to support learning and to break 
down the walls of the classroom. The skills students are learning need to be ones they will use 
in the future.  

The digital technology strategy 
SS8 started moving towards using mobile devices to support learning in mid-2011when the P&C 
(parent-teachers association) purchased 30 iPods. At the beginning 2012 the school then 
became involved in a six-month regional iPad trial, which provided 30 iPads. These were shared 
between two classes to support group work. Teaching and learning were paramount and the 
iPads were seen as a way of supporting this, hence a focus on the use of productivity apps. 
After the trail the P&C purchased 24 iPads for the school. At the beginning of 2013 Years 5 and 
6 students were encouraged to bring in their own iPads. 
 

An example activity 
Year 6 Science – Our solar system 

The lesson started with the teacher asking 
questions about what they had been doing 
in previous sessions. He recapped their 
work on modelling how the earth and 
moon moved in relation to the sun. He 
then explained that they were going to 
make a presentation explaining what they 
knew about the movement of the earth 
and moon. The teacher led a discussion 
about the critieria they would use to 
evaluate their movies. The students then 
moved to work in groups, preparing the 
scripts for their movies.  
 
One group went into an area outside the 
classroom and used an iPad (on a tripod) 
to record and review their understanding 
of the way the moon and the Earth 
revolve around the sun. Three of the 
students took on the role the sun, the 
moon and the earth – each had a stick 
attached to their heads with a sphere 
(representing the sun, moon or earth) on 
the end.  Two other students used the 
iPad to record their movements. As the 
students made the movie they discussed 
how the three different bodies rotated around each other, clarifiying and refining their 
understandings.   
 
The other groups worked in the classroom, searching for information, finding images to use in 
their presentations, trying out special effects, and writing scripts. The vast majority of the 
groups were using their iPads, though one group worked predominantly on paper.  
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Impact  
• The iPads haven’t forced the teachers to teach differently, they amplified the existing 

pedagogy, enabling more creative and student centred learning. 
• The students perceived that what they do has changed; they spend more time doing 

research and creating multimedia artefacts. 
• Having their own devices has increased the time (some) students spend doing ‘school work’ 

at home. 
 

Key lessons learnt 
• Start small and focused to begin with and work to your strengths.  Don’t start with teachers 

who are resistors.  Start with those teachers who are ‘ready to go’, and through this build up 
the use of BYOD devices.  

• Have a clear understanding of why you are going 1:1 and how you will use the devices; 
otherwise you might have expensive equipment not being used effectively. 

• Dot your Is and crossing your Ts- get everything in place and don’t hurry the process, work 
with the school community, inform them and sell the benefits.  

• You don’t need one device per student – the key is to have enough to support collaboration 
and group work. 

 

An emerging trend – What device 
Whilst the school had a range of desktop PCs in shared areas as well as 30 iPods and 30 iPads 
they felt that iPads were the optimal device for general use in Years 5 and 6. One member of 
staff summed it up as ‘the Feng shui of a laptop is different to that of a tablet’. They felt that 
tablets allowed every space to become a learning area. However, the school recognised that 
some things needed to be done on a desktop. This relates to the ‘What device’ dimension: 
 

 
 
Category Explanation 
Desktop Desktop machines 
Laptop Laptops, netbooks, Tablet PCs 
Tablet Tablets and other devices with a touch screen (but without a physical 

keyboard) 
Tablet + Recognition that no one device is suitable for all tasks and students 

therefore need to have access to different devices for different activities. 
 
 
 
 


