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Duxton Primary is about 4 hours drive from Melbourne, and is rural, but not remote. Teacher 
recruitment is facilitated by offering permanency to new staff. The Victorian government gave 
10,000 netbooks to Year 5/6 pupils last term; originally as part of a 3year trial, but this has been 
reduced to1 year.  So, all Year 6 pupils in this and other schools in the district have been given 
Lenovo S9 netbooks (running Windows Vista and Office 2007) with 1Gb of RAM. The machines 
run quite quickly, once booted. Parents pay $52 per year and own the netbook at the end of the third 
year.  
 

 
6E-Claire gives instructions 

6E, Claire Earle's class, has been 
studying the topic of 'Conflict'. 
Claire started teaching 5 years ago. 
In her teacher training, Claire had 
no ICT training at all. 
 
One group was preparing their 
presentation. Charles was finding 
images of grenades on Google; 
Nick was reading the book by Jim 
Eldridge, “My Story – The 
Trenches: a first world war soldier 
1914-1918”. Remi started making a 
model of a rifle, then some barbed 
wire made of black paper; Jamie 
made a poster and Brittany helped 
with the rifle.  
 

 
Some pupils are participating each Thursday in the Songroom project (funded by the Federal 
government) and the Ping music project. One pupil (Adam) prepared an exposition on netbook use 
– it was so good, the teacher implemented it. 
 
There were examples of pupil appropriation of the netbooks: 

• a day after being handed out (100% parent attendance – never seen before), pupils had 
activated the voice recognition feature of Vista to allow them to eg. start an internet browser 
by spoken command. 

• Pupils had stuck transparent material over their screens to keep them scratch-and fingerprint 
free 

• pupils had stuck skins over the back of their screens, to make netbooks colourful and 
attractive. 

  
Online adaptive testing was used: instead of taking turns on the 4 classroom computers, the class 



were able to do the test all at the same time. Pupils used a notebook jotter to work out answers to 
the multiple-choice questions which were timed and the results translated into placements on the 
VELS curriculum.  
 

 
Digital photography and sketching project. 

In preparation for parent-teacher evening, the class were preparing 
portfolios of work. Nick's Learning Portfolio contained a real 
mixture of hand-written and computer-generated texts. Some 
sheets had computer texts stuck on/over handwritten or a 
reflection strip. A particularly impressive class project was an A4 
colour digital portrait photo of each pupil which had been printed 
with the right side blank. Pupils had used hand tools such as 
pencils and crayons to finish the portrait sometimes showing how 
they hoped to look in the future. 
 
One of the advantages of digital work was the capacity to print 
two copies of excellent work: such as a story for the 'Writer's Gift' 
book was also put into the pupil's portfolio. One pupil said he had 
left his netbook at home, and seemed quite disengaged. 
 

 
Year 6 pupils were seen: 

• Using Audacity to merge sound tracks from a library to create new music mashups. 
• Using Wikapedia to find national flags to accurately illustrate writings about world war 1. 
• Using Pivot to make short cartoon animations 
• Accessing e-books online for private reading. 
• Giving voice commands to start their internet browser. 

 
In the next class (Joe's), pupils were 
doing silent reading after lunch.  
• One had located a PDF file of a 

Harry Potter book. 
• Another was using 

www.readbookonline.net and had 
excellent examples of Pivot 
animations. 

• Another was reading 'Dark Sun' by 
Robert Muchamore from www. 
Cherubcampus.com. This pupil said 
his netbook helped him write 400 
words instead of his normal2-300 
words for a review of a poem 
'Dulce et Decorum Est'. 

 
6E-Silent reading 

• Another was reading 'New Moon' from www.stephainemeyer.com, a promotional free first 
chapter. 

• Year 3 pupils were using playdough to make stop motion animations in teams. 
 
 



 
In discussion with the principal afterwards, we found it was likely that next year all pupils in the 
local Year 7 High School will have Netbooks, since all feeder schools have started the trial in 2009. 
It was also a hotly debated issue whether the netbooks will lead to increased scores in the NAPLAN 
testing.  
 

1. How long has Claire been teaching and how much ICT training did she get? 
 

2. What do you think of the pupil activities using computers in her classroom? 
 
3. The Internet changes our attitude to illegal activities. What activities might be considered in this light 

in Joe’s class, and what could you sensitively do about them? 
 

4. Where in your opinion does this school sit on the ICT integration – ICT transformation scale?  
1 … 10 

Computers are rarely used, 
curriculum delivery, assessment 
and reporting do not assume or 
require computer use 

 Computers are always used where relevant, the curriculum assumes 
this will be the case and often includes topics that require personal 
ICT use; assessment and reporting explicitly require and identify 
knowledge and skills that could not realistically be demonstrated 
without the use of ICT. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


